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Discover summer in Sonoma County
President's Message: Ken Fischang

Our summer season was made more special with
great news - the U.S. Supreme Court declared that
same-sex couples have the right to marry anywhere
in the United States.

Because marriage for all is now valid in every state,
we anticipate an increase in requests for information
about weddings and honeymoons in Sonoma
County.

* * * 

Beyond the wedding market, summer is an interesting time in Sonoma
County; there are more events and activities, yet the pace takes on a
laidback vibe.

Life in Sonoma County is savored in the summer. People are strolling and
taking in the journey, rather than hurrying to their next destination. The
bright orb hanging in the brilliant blue sky beckons us all to step outside
and enjoy the feel of the soft heat on our faces.

And, when the temperatures do rise, it's time to cool off by exploring
miles of spectacular Pacific coastline, inviting rivers with sandy beaches,
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and shaded groves of redwoods.

The eclectic array of events enhances a Sonoma County getaway with
outdoor summer music concert series, professional theater productions,
farm markets, movies in parks and town squares, and food and wine
events.

Visitors want your opinions on what they should see and do while in
Sonoma County. We've created a great resource for you to answer those
questions - www.SonomaCounty.com. Use the event calendar to tell them
what's up. You can sort by city, date, and to get the best information.

What if your client has no idea where to start planning a trip? We've done
the research for them and created dozens of itineraries, with such topics
as family fun or camping, Wine Country for food lovers, exploring the
Pacific coast, getaways for the gals or the guys, and even specialty topics
as exploring the area's rich fiber arts or Sonoma County's beer trail.

Thank you for reaching out to our visitors to ensure they have the best
travel experience in Sonoma County. What should visitors expect from
Sonoma County in the summer?

They should expect to be delighted.

Meetings Mean Business video features industry leaders 

SCT's Ken Fischang is featured
in a new video (at 1:45) from
the Meetings Mean Business
Coalition (MMBC), which was
created in 2009 by the U.S.
Travel Association to showcase
the incredible value that
business meetings, travel, and
events bring to the U.S.
economy.

The message of the video, as
well as the greater campaign, is:

"Great things happen when people come together. Face-to-face interaction is the
platform where deals are struck, relationships are forged and ideas are
generated."
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Find out more at meetingsmeanbusiness.com.

Sonoma County assists journalists, garners great press

SCT's public relations efforts, led by Biggi Vaughan, reaches out to hundreds of
journalists a year to tell them about the wonders of Sonoma County as an
overnight destination, through pitches, press releases, fact-checking, office
visits, and media events.

Also, more than 100 visit the area to research their stories first hand. So far,
more than 50 have visited. The resulting stories influence thousands of potential
travelers. 

Here are some of this month's highlights and find more here.

As a result of hosting Caitlin Martin,
Johnny Jet (UMV: 228,119; Media Value: $1,520) posted a dedicated article on,
"What to Drink: Sonoma County, CA"
Mentioned partners include Jordan, DaVero, Kenwood Vineyards, Sheldon
Wines, Farmhouse Restaurant, St. Francis Winery, St. Florian's Brewery, Russian
River Brewing Company, and Woodfour Brewing Company.

Due to assistance, recent coverage of Sonoma County was published in Travel
Digest Magazine, New Zealand's leading travel industry publication. Each
month Travel Digest Magazine reaches 6000 readers and New Zealand Travel
Agents use the magazine for references and referrals. A longer version of the
Sonoma article was also published on www.travelwith.com.au.  

Due to hosting Kelsy Chauvin, Condé Nast Traveler (UMV: 2,844,987)
published an awesome round-up of Guerneville's goodness in an article
titled "The LGBT Destination You Must Visit in Sonoma," featuringJohnson's
Beach, Dick Blomster's, Boon Hotel + Spa, and the new Guerneville Bank Club.

If you haven't heard, Pliny the Elder was named once again the Best Beer in
America by the readers of Zymurgy magazine, the publication for the American
Home Brewers Association. Pliny is the reason for many beer loving pilgrims
to travel to Sonoma County. Lagunitas was also featured in the top 50 of the
list. It's not just wine country!  
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/business/4101740-181/once-again-best-beer-in

Another recent article in the Press Democrat featured Gay Wine Weekend hosted
by Mac Arthur Place. Our very own Tim Zahner was quoted in the article
"Sonoma County taps into LGBT tourism market with Annual Gay Wine
Weekend". Check it out here: http://www.pressdemocrat.com/lifestyle
/wine/4087239-181/sonoma-county-taps-into-lgbt
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Chyrl Collins, right, meets with a client at IPW.

Successful IPW shows how meetings impact the bottom line

Speaking of effective business
meetings, the Sonoma County
Tourism team (Chyrl Collins,
Mark Crabb, Ken Fischang,
Deleyse Langdale, Biggi
Vaughan, and Tim Zahner)
attended IPW in Orlando in
early June.

More than 6,500 delegates
from 73 countries, including
over 1,300 international and
domestic travel buyers and
500 media from the U.S. and
abroad, attended the U.S.
Travel Association's 47th
annual IPW.

IPW isn't a typical trade show. Delegates and travel buyers had three days of
intensive pre-scheduled business appointments in which they conducted business
negotiations that is projected to bring 8.8 million international visitors to the
United States, $28 billion in total spending, and $4.7 billion in direct bookings to
U.S. destinations over the next three years, according to the independent firm
Rockport Analytics.

In addition there's a dedicated media marketplace day which forges new media
relationships, re-ignites existing partnerships and stimulates future media
coverage on a global basis.

International travelers are finding Sonoma County

International travelers use travel agents and tour operators on a regular basis to
book vacations. Here are a couple of brochures that now contain Sonoma County
information.
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Funway, in the UK, offers the best of Northern California in a tour
that encompasses Sonoma County, Sacramento, and South Lake

Tahoe.
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SCT's Deleyse Langdale has succeeded in getting placement in this
brochure - produced by Go Holidays in New Zealand - for the past

two years. It's great to see the Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn
featured as a Sonoma County lodging option.

Super Bowl 50 Updates
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We Are Sonoma County and we are all about Super Bowl 50. Sonoma County Vintners' own
Charmaine Louzao was featured in the SB 50 countdown clock. Click on the photo and you

can upload your own image to be part of the countdown.

Sonoma County Tourism, Sonoma County Vintners, and Sonoma County
Winegrowers will partner with GMR as the event planner for the Sonoma
Lounge, which will be located in the Fan Village in the week prior to Super
Bowl 50.

Keep apprised of the preparations that's going on with Super Bowl 50 by
signing up for email alerts.

To advertise in Super Bowl 50 Host Committee Commemorative Guide, 7x7
Magazine, visit www.sonomacounty.com/articles/partners/enhanced-
marketing-opportunities.

Volunteers are needed 

As the welcoming voice of the region, volunteers will be the first contact visitors
from across the nation will have. Hundreds of volunteers will be needed to help
host this event.  

Volunteers will assist with community tours, the fan village, transportation, and
Super Bowl Week events, as well as others. An application and screening process
will be in place for all volunteers.

The Super Bowl 50 Host Committee have officially opened the volunteer
application process. Find out more at www.sfbaysuperbowl.com/volunteer, or
email volunteers@sfsuperbowl.com

Playmaker grants available 
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The Super Bowl 50 Host Committee is giving back to Bay Area communities.
Playmakers, a program that is part of the 50 Fund grant program, will provide 50
separate $10,000 Playmaker grants to Bay Area nonprofits.  Applications will be
accepted during the months of August and November, and should include how
the project helps to close the opportunity gap for children, youth and young
adults.

Find out more about the eligibility criteria, official rules, and apply for a
Playmaker grant on 50 Fund's website at www.50fund.org. So far, two Sonoma
County nonprofits have received Playmaker grants.

Susan Angell, founder of the Children's Garden at Sonoma Ecology Center,
received a grant for the organization that offers educational workshops, and
garden and Watershed Education camps for at-risk youth in Sonoma County.

The Sonoma Ecology Center is using its Playmaker grant to fund scholarships for
low-income children to attendee science and garden camps this summer, as well
as provide more tools to expand the Children's Garden. Read more about it and
see the video at superbowl50.ba/sonomaecologycenter.

Jesper Nordqvist and the Greenacre Homes &
School of Sebastopol also received a grant. It
will be used to support their Veggies and
Vocations organic teaching garden that helps
students learn construction skills, soil
development, irrigation and plant selection,
along with life skills through the sale of fresh
produce and education on healthy diets and
eating habits.

The organization provides a healthy and
vibrant place for special needs boys to live,
learn, recreate, and grow. Read more about
it and see the video at
superbowl50.ba/greenacrehomesandschool.

The 50 Fund, the philanthropic arm of the
Super Bowl 50 Host Committee, is giving 50
grants to 50 Bay Area nonprofits as we count
down to Super Bowl 50.

Earn your Certified Tourism Ambassador designation

Invest in your professional development
and earn your Certified Tourism
Ambassador (CTA) designation in this
compelling, interactive four-hour class
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followed by a one-hour open-book test.

This professional designation will follow
you throughout your career as you

renew annually by attending key Sonoma County events and networking with the
1,000 CTAs already on board.

Enroll today in the four hour certification class for $49. Learn more about the
program and sign up for a class at www.CTANetwork.com.

Upcoming 2015 Classes: 
July 14, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Sonoma County Tourism
July 30, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Location TBD
Aug. 11, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Sonoma County Tourism
Aug. 27, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Location TBD
Sept. 15, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Sonoma County Tourism
Sept. 24, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Location TBD
Oct. 6, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Sonoma County Tourism
Oct. 20, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Sonoma County Tourism
Nov. 5, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Sonoma County Tourism
Dec. 1, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Worth our Weight Culinary Café
Dec. 15, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Worth our Weight Culinary Café

If you are interested in receiving more information, please email Mo McElroy
at mmcelroy@sonomacounty.com or call her directly at 707-490-5079.

Is your business listed on
www.SonomaCounty.com?

If you opened a new tourism business - restaurant,
lodging, winery, tour, or attraction - please enter your
information here. Your information will be used in our free
marketing programs, including a listing on
SonomaCounty.com.    

Get your message in front of thousands of visitors 

The Official Sonoma County Visitors Guide and Map are the premier marketing
pieces showcasing Sonoma County and are supported by Sonoma County
Tourism's sales and marketing programs reaching millions of travelers each year.

Visitors are looking for lodging, food and wine experiences, attractions,
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recreation, cultural arts, and events. The Official Sonoma County Visitors Guide
and Map are the essential travelers guides for planning a trip or deciding what to
do once arriving in Sonoma County.

For more information, contact:
Connie Bowen
707-887-1609
connie@studiompublishing.com

Submit your summer offers

Sonoma County's peak travel season is here and now is the time to submit your
offers to attract visitors.  

The special offers don't have to be discounted, but can be value-added deals. To
see the current listing of specials, go to www.sonomacounty.com/deals.

SonomaCounty.com/deals is just one of the ways that businesses can be
promoted through SCT's free marketing programs. It's supported with paid
advertising, social media outreach, and public relations efforts, making sure that
hundreds of thousands of potential travelers get your message. 

How to submit your deal:

Add your deal through the Partner Extranet in the "Web-Coupon" tab, using
your login.
Instructions for adding a coupon/deal to the Extranet are
here:  https://vimeo.com/61056556
To include an image on your deal, you will first need to have images
uploaded.  Instructions for adding images are here:  https://vimeo.com
/61056555

If you do not have access to the Extranet, or do not have your password, please
email Kristin Clark at kclark@sonomacounty.com.
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California Research Dashboard: April 2015

from Visit California

April was another good month for California's tourism industry, with statewide
hotel occupancy of 75.4 percent (up 1.9 percent year over year) and daily room
rates averaging $147.57 (up 7.6 percent).   

Airport traffic has also continued to grow, with March (latest month with
complete data) totals at the state's 10 largest airports up 6.5 percent for
international and 5.0 percent for domestic travel. Growth occurred across the
state, with traffic up 6.4 percent year over year at SFO. For the first three
months in total, California domestic traffic was up 3.7 percent and international
traffic was up 5.1 percent.

Internationally, currency values continue to fall against the U.S. dollar, and it
looks like they are starting to affect travel. Air bookings into California made
through travel agents and OTAs for the third quarter of 2015 are down for most
markets, and some industry experts are predicting flat growth into the United
States for 2015 on the whole.  

To access the most recent Research Dashboard from Visit California, click here.
This report contains travel data through April 2015.  

State of U.S. travel business

from U.S. Travel Association

It's déjà vu all over again - in a repeat of last year, the economy contracted in
the first quarter of 2015. Thankfully, there are widespread signs that a return to
positive growth in the second quarter is in the making.

LABOR The U.S. Department of Labor's May jobs report was positive with
employers adding 280,000 new jobs.
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CONSUMER CONFIDENCE The Conference Board'sConsumer Confidence Index,
increased slightly in May to 95.4 after declining in April.

CONSUMER SPENDING Consumer spending for the first quarter of 2014, while
the engine of growth, was much lower as a contribution to real GDP than it was
in previous quarters.

EXPORTS After taking a beating in March, the trade deficit finally recovered.
According to the Department of Commerce, the trade deficit contracted
considerably in April 2015 to $40.9 billion, a $9.7 billion reduction.

STATE OF BUSINESS As business spending fell considerably in the GDP report,
it is perhaps no surprise that corporate profits also dropped in the first quarter of
2015.

Travel Headlines

We know lots about you, summer traveler
from The Los Angeles Times 
www.latimes.com/travel/deals/la-trb-summer-vacation-portrait-20150619-
htmlstory.html

Work vs. vacation: from unlimited time to no time off
from CBS News 
www.cbsnews.com/videos/work-vs-vacation-from-unlimited-time-to-
no-time-off/

Luxury hotel chains are adding special perks for kids
from Fortune
fortune.com/2015/06/19/luxury-hotel-perks-for-kids/?xid=timehp-category

U.S. Travel study shows Open Skies is crucial to U.S. airlines, economy  
from TravelPulse  
www.travelpulse.com/news/airlines/usta-study-shows-open-skies-is-crucial-
to-us-airlines-economy.html

Technology to make air travel less stressful in the future, study says
from The Los Angeles Times 
www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-air-travel-less-stressful-20150619-story.html

Where are Americans traveling this summer?  
from TravelPulse 
www.travelpulse.com/news/features/where-are-americans-traveling-
this-summer.html

Are the people who take vacations the ones who get promoted? 
from Harvard Business Review 
hbr.org/2015/06/are-the-people-who-take-vacations-the-ones-who-get-
promoted

Airline profits are soaring - but it's not good news for consumers 
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from Fortune 
fortune.com/2015/06/09/airline-profits-are-soaring-but-its-not-good-news-for-
consumers/

9 charts show health of international business travel into the U.S. 
from Skift 
skift.com/2015/06/15/9-charts-that-show-the-health-of-international-business-
travel-into-the-u-s/
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