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While portions of Sonoma County continue to be impacted by the Kincade Fire, it is nearly 70% 

contained as of November 1, 2019.  

While we are cautiously optimistic this progress will continue, as this is a fluid situation that we’re 

continuing to monitor. We encourage anyone with travel plans to Sonoma County to watch for updates 

throughout this situation. 

As of November 1, we are only aware of two tourism-facing businesses that were affected by the 

Kincade fire – Soda Rock Winery and Field Stone Winery. All public information should come from these 

entities.  

Consumer information: 

Sonoma County’s hospitality businesses are opening back up, and look forward to welcoming visitors. If 

you’ve already booked a trip, please connect with your lodging establishment, and places you had 

scheduled to visit, for the latest updates. 

It's a beautiful time to explore the region and enjoy tasting rooms, brew pubs, colorful forests, and 

gorgeous coastline. With warm temperatures and blue skies, there is a full slate of events to enjoy, and 

the hospitality remains unmatched. Visiting now helps support local businesses and families. 

Fire Impact 

• The Kincade fire began the evening of Oct. 23 in a remote location east of Geyserville.  As of 

Nov. 1, the fire burned 77,758 acres. Full containment is expected Nov. 7.  

• The Kincade fire is being called the largest fire in Sonoma County history.  This is due to the 

acreage burned, rather than the structures damaged, or loss of life. 

• The fires were largely situated in a remote, rugged, mountainous area, in the northeastern part 

of Sonoma County. 

• There were no reported deaths or missing persons. 4 injuries (firefighters). 

• Of more than 425 wineries only two wineries were significantly affected.  

• There are some road closures in Northeastern Sonoma County.  

Sonoma County  

• Sonoma County hospitality businesses are open and welcoming visitors.  

• The airport is in the process of returning to full flight operations and it will take a few days to 

return to the normal schedules. Alaska Airlines remains cancelled through Nov 2. American, Sun 

Country and United Airlines have all resumed normal flight schedules. Please check with your 

airline to verify this information or for additional information and assistance. 

• The Airport Express from San Francisco (SFO) and Oakland (OAK) is operating at all stops as 

usual including the Santa Rosa Airport stop. 



• The SMART train is operating its full schedule and is FREE for riders through Nov. 6.  

• Visiting now will support the thousands of local residents who work in the hospitality industry, 

85 percent are locally owned. When you visit Sonoma County, you support Sonoma County 

businesses, residents, and families. 

• Sonoma County, California, is large — more than 1 million acres in size. More than 90% of 

Sonoma County wasn’t affected by the recent fires.   

• Sonoma County is part of the San Francisco Bay Area, in Northern California’s celebrated wine 

country, around 30 miles north of San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge; bordered by Marin, Napa, 

Lake, and Mendocino counties, the Pacific Ocean, and the San Pablo Bay.  

2019 Vintage/Harvest 

• 2019 winegrape harvest was 92 percent complete at the onset of the fires, while an additional 

3% was harvested before evacuations took place on Saturday morning.  

• Any loss of inventory in the tank due to the public safety power shut-offs is still being 

determined.  

Events Impacted 

• Wine and Food Affair is canceled for November 2 & 3.  

• Many events throughout Sonoma County are happening as planned. Find out more at 

www.sonomacounty.com/events.   

Visitor Services 

• For guests looking for accommodations, we encourage you to contact hotels directly to confirm 

availability and rates. 

• A full listing of local visitor centers and wine associations is available on SonomaCounty.com via 

this link: https://www.sonomacounty.com/visitor-centers-and-wine-associations?page=2 

• For travel information visit www.sonomacounty.com 

 

Business information: 

The tourism and hospitality industries are a strong economic driver for Sonoma County. 

•       In 2018, total direct travel spending contributed $2.175 billion to the Sonoma County economy, up 

4% year-over-year.     

• 77 percent of Sonoma County tourism businesses are small (fewer than 25 employees)  

• 85 percent of tourism businesses are locally owned, only two percent of these are franchises 

• 43 percent have been in business for more than 20 years, 35 percent have been in business for 

10 or fewer years 

• Tourism supports 22,330 local jobs 

https://www.wineroad.com/events/wine-food-affair/
http://www.sonomacounty.com/events
https://www.sonomacounty.com/visitor-centers-and-wine-associations?page=2
http://www.sonomacounty.com/


Media Coverage 

• The fire has been reported on local, national and international news outlets.  An updated list of 

coverage is available here. 

 

When talking with consumers, please remember: 

• Be factual. For fire stats, refer to CalFire 

• Only provide accurate information based on what you know to be true. 

• Do not embellish or offer conjecture. 

• If you do not know the answer to something, it is OK to say you do not have the answer. Do not 

guess or offer theories. 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1iBvEwlsR46-cu1ukF-ElWKjwpp7nn4wlPAW-4ijkZO8/edit#gid=0
https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/2019/10/23/kincade-fire/

