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Meeting Minutes 
 

Members: Joe Bartolomei, Tom Birdsall, Percy Brandon, Jennifer Buffo, Thera Buttaro, Patty Ginochio, Dustin Groff, Keo 
Hornbostel, Kristina Jetton, Steve Jung, Karissa Kruse, Rachel LeGrand, Kirk Lok, James Luchini, Crista Luedtke, Dan 
Michael, Ashish Patel, Bert Rangel, Edward Roe, Peter Rumble, Tim Zahner 

 
 
Invitees: Sheba Person-Whitley, Sheryl Bratton, McCall Miller, Kristen Madsen, Bill Arnone, Claudia Vecchio, Senator Dodd, Logan Pitts, (S. 

Dodd’s office), Ron Turner (S. Dodd’s office), Tracy Koch (recording secretary), SCT staff 
  
  
Public:   None  
 
Absent:  S. Jung, A. Patel, B. Rangel, C. Luedtke, D. Groff, K. Kruse, K. Jetton, P. Brandon, P. Rumble, R. LeGrand, T. Zahner, T. Birdsall 
 **note this was a special meeting with presentation by Senator Dodd regarding Wildfire Preparedness/SB350 

    

Agenda Item/Issues  Information Follow Up Action 
Person 
Responsible 

Date Due 

Meeting Call to Order Meeting commenced at 3:01 pm.   N/A N/A N/A 

Roll Call (verbal roll call taken by chair since a teleconference call) N/A N/A N/A 

Public Comment None 
 

N/A N/A N/A 

Statement of 
Abstentions 

None 
 

N/A N/A N/A 

Wildfire 
Preparedness/SB350 
 
 
 
 
 

Senator Dodd presented: 
Reported that years of work finally resulting in bill and within 
budget and within statewide network now infrared cameras to 
help predict new fire starts allowing firefighters to locate fires 
within minutes of ignition, is the most key time for firefighters to 
start engaging in the fire. 
 
A lot of the research was done in San Diego.   
 
Also, will be able to use utility/weather statistics (measuring 
humidity, wind, etc.)  all key to fire activity. 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
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SB350 signs into law for a non-profit to take over an entity like 
PG&E if they continue to put profits over safety.  Had not used 
money as wisely thus creating more issues for them, not using it 
to trim trees, etc. but good reports coming from CPUC saying 
PG&E is trying to be better doing what they need to do. 
 
If something results as in like similar fires, we now will be able to 
take PG&E in a different direction. 
 
SB909 is a hi/low siren that would be just for evacuations; easy 
for tourists and residents for alert. 
 
86 million has been added to efforts for fighting fire thru Cal Fire.  
Adding airtankers; lights to those so can fly and drop at night. 
 
SB862 is only bad news in that it is slightly stalled and won’t 
advance this year. 
 
Discussion about what tourism was preparing for fire season and 
PSPS this year: 
 
Is PG&E giving information to someone like Senator Dodd the 
plan for PSPS and how long they will be etc. 
 
Confirmed that they are supposed to be giving warnings as far 
ahead as possible since knowing is half the battle.  He will 
continue to find out answers for us. 
 
The red flag gives the “warning” but specifics about shutoffs are 
still being worked out.  They don’t want to throw the “switch” too 
early but also need to do it safely and with enough time.  Open 
to hearing suggestions. What is TOO early 4, 8, 24 hours? 
 
Some believe they heard PG&E is doing smaller sections, 1-2 
days at a time. 
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S. Dodd confirmed that although this is ideal, it will be 2-3 years 
or more before they have the ability to put in all the necessary 
measures and equipment that will allow them to do isolated 
areas like that. 
  
Believes county should be covered on costs for all the things 
they’re coordinating.   
 
B. Arnone commented that the feedback on the cameras is 
positive as he is connected with group of firefighters/associations 
in the area. 
 
What is PG&E doing with strategic long term funding; S. Dodd 
concerned with the long term plan; but they are trying to make 
strides – last year only performed 50% of needed tree trimming; 
as of date this year before fire season they were almost DONE 
with what was mandated on list. 
 
CEO, PGE felt this would be a 10-year plan, but all authorities 
said no and pushing to put money and time into a 5-year 
horizon.  CPUC is mandating. 
 
Also discussed consistent statewide messaging and state being 
supportive as possible from a COVID standpoint. 
 
He understands the importance of tourism as it falls in his 
district; not much financial help from Feds (although he feels it 
should be) so trying to get any funds to help support these 
losses from state. 
 
S. Dodd staff (Logan Pitts) clarified some items should be county 
discussions and then if they need help ask state.  
 
L. Pitts will connect K. Seibel with state reps to start those 
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conversations.  
 
Small discussion about imposed tax across state.  S. Dodd says 
important discussion to have – asking how do we fund all the 
things important to us – education, healthcare etc. 
 
Discussion of a value added so tax on lawyers, accountants, etc. 
 
It’s important to discuss as when something like COVID 
happens, goods/retail slows but not services. 
 
Confirmed the importance of tourism and how much they are 
here for us. 

Board Member 
Updates 

None N/A N/A N/A 

Next Meeting Wednesday, August 26, 2020 8:30 am VIA TELECONFERENCE RSVP into 
BoardEffect 

Board Members 3 days prior 
to meeting 

Adjourn Meeting adjourned at 3:44 pm    

 


