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Key Messages are updated weekly, and used for County messaging to the community.
Frequently Asked Questions and other relevant information is available at SoCoEmergency.org.

Vaccine distribution

On Monday, Sonoma County opened vaccinations to residents 65 and older as well as
restaurant and grocery store workers. The move makes eligible everyone in Phase 1b
Tier 1. We now have the capacity to administer more than 5,000 doses per day, but we
continue to be limited by the supply we receive from the state. Our allocation this week
is 7,610 doses.

As of Wednesday, Sonoma County had administered a total of 128,284 doses.

Residents with first dose: 66,866
Residents fully vaccinated with two doses: 30,709

Residents with at least one dose of vaccine: 97,575, which is equal to more than 23
percent of the county’s adult (16+) population.

The County’s vaccine distribution website, SoCoEmergency.org/vaccine is continually
updated, giving the public detailed information about the vaccination rollout, safety and
how the vaccine is being disseminated in Sonoma County.

We recognize that most appointments for vaccinations are booked at many sites. For
those who have made multiple vaccination appointments, we are asking that you please
cancel any appointments that you do not plan to use in order to free up a slot for
someone else to get vaccinated.

While you’re waiting for your turn to get vaccinated, please continue to follow all safety
protocols and get tested. These remain the best steps to help Sonoma County reopen.

Third party administrator

http://socoemergency.org/vaccine


Sonoma County vaccination campaign is set to fall under third party administrator Blue
Shield’s purview on March 7. It is unclear how this arrangement will impact our
vaccination effort and the relationships we have built with local health care providers.

Some additional talking points on the third party administrator include:

● The governor’s goal is for the TPA (the third party administrator) to help
California optimize and accelerate COVID-19 vaccine allocation and distribution
equitably, efficiently, and safely throughout the state.

● Blue Shield will be working closely with local health departments to identify
facilities that have the capacity to properly maintain COVID-19 vaccine and meet
additional federal and state requirements. Blue Shield has told county officials
that equity is a vital part of the criteria. We will keep reinforcing that message.

● Once Sonoma County is switched over to the new system of administering
vaccinations, all vaccination appointments will be made through the state’s My
Turn website, https://myturn.ca.gov/.

● We are encouraging the public to register on My Turn, if you haven’t already, and
become familiar with the site and process.

● Kaiser Permanente will continue to handle vaccinations for its millions of
members in California, including Sonoma County. Kaiser informed members over
the weekend that the state had increased Kaiser’s vaccine allocation to better
match the number of members Kaiser Permanente serves.

● The County will continue to:
○ Collaborate with community based organizations to provide vaccine

information to hard-to-reach communities
○ Conduct community outreach and education
○ Provide cultural competency training

Reopening metrics:

Sonoma County remains in the purple tier within California’s Blueprint for a Safer
Economy given the following factors:

○ As of Feb. 23, Sonoma County’s adjusted rate of new daily cases/100,000
population: 14 (must be less than 7 to move to the next less protective
tier.)



○ Testing positivity rate: 4.6 percent (must be less than 8.0 percent to move
to the next less protective tier.)

○ Equity metric testing positivity rate is 7.7 percent. (must be less than 8.0
percent to move to the next less protective tier.)

Before moving to the red tier, Sonoma County would need to be below 8 percent for the
positivity rate and below 7 for the daily case rate for two consecutive weeks.

Our key message in regards to reopening is to continue to push testing. We are not out
of the woods. Although our numbers are down significantly in recent weeks, we still
have widespread community transmission. Knowing your status helps you protect
yourself and others, reduces transmission, and moves Sonoma County closer to getting
people back to work and school.

You may not know you’ve been infected. People with COVID may not experience
symptoms, or they may be so mild you don’t think you’re sick. Testing ensures you don’t
pass the disease to friends, family and co-workers.

If you get tested and are positive, you can access the resources and support (financial,
food, or other) you need to stay home by calling 707-565-4667.

You can get tested at sites throughout Sonoma County seven days a week:

● Testing, in most cases, is free. However some private labs are charging $75 to
those who do not have ID or proof of insurance

● Testing is available to everyone, regardless of immigration status
● Testing is confidential
● You may be asked to show identification but it is not required to get a test
● Testing results are usually given within 24 to 48 hours

For testing sites throughout the County seven days a week, go to Sonoma County's
COVID-19 Testing and Tracing page, and visit our pop-up testing calendar for times and
locations of places you can get tested.

School reopening plans

Recent guidance under California’s Safe Schools for All Plan allows Sonoma County
schools serving grade levels from transitional kindergarten to sixth grade to be eligible
to return to in-person learning with an approved COVID-19 Safety Plan, based on the

https://socoemergency.org/emergency/novel-coronavirus/testing-and-tracing/
https://socoemergency.org/events/category/pop-up-testing/


County’s adjusted daily case rate of less than 25 per 100,000 residents for five
consecutive days.

Sonoma County remains in the most restrictive purple tier under the state’s Blueprint for
a Safer Economy. All other grade levels are restricted from returning to in-person
learning until Sonoma County moves into the red tier.

Before reopening for in-person instruction, eligible schools serving grades TK-6 are
required to submit their COVID-19 Safety Plan to state and local health officials for
review and approval, and to make the approved plan available online. These plans
address in detail the safety precautions that a district and individual school sites must
take to ensure the safety of students and staff including: detailed testing protocols, how
contact tracing will be handled, the logistics of student dropoff, room spacing, air
ventilation, and much more.

Upon approval of the safety plan, schools may reopen as long as the County has a case
rate below 25 per 100,000 residents for five consecutive days for grades TK-6. Once
the County moves into the red tier for five consecutive days, schools serving any grade
level (TK-12) can reopen.

A list of schools that have submitted COVID Safety Plans for review by the County
Health Officer as well as those schools that have been cleared for reopening is now
being posted at https://socoemergency.org/emergency/novel-coronavirus/education/.

COVID-19 Safety Plans Received by DHS for Review:

● Alexander Valley School District
● Bennett Valley Unified School District
● Healdsburg Union School District
● Horicon Elementary School
● Kenwood School
● Lattice Educational Services
● Liberty School District – Approved
● Mark West Union School District
● Oak Grove Union School District
● Petaluma City Elementary District
● Piner-Olivet Union School District
● Rincon Valley Unified School District
● Santa Rosa City Schools
● Sebastopol Independent Charter School – Approved
● Sonoma Valley Unified School District

https://socoemergency.org/emergency/novel-coronavirus/education/


● Sonoma Charter School – Approved
● The Spring Hill School – Approved
● St. Rose School – Approved
● St. Vincent de Paul – Approved
● Two Rock Union School District
● Victory Christian Academy – Approved
● West Side Elementary School
● Willmar Union School District

California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Approved School Waivers:

● Bodega Bay Elementary School
● Harvest Christian School
● The Healdsburg School
● The Presentation School
● Redwood Adventist Academy
● Sonoma Country Day School
● St. Eugene’s Cathedral School
● St. Francis Solano Catholic School
● St. John the Baptist
● Summerfield Waldorf School

Youth and Recreational Adult Sports

Last week, the state released new guidelines -- which will take effect Friday, Feb. 26 --
outlining when certain sports can resume outdoor and indoor play.

The guidelines include a chart of which sports are allowed in each tier of the state
Blueprint for a Safer Economy. The guidance provides direction on outdoor and indoor
youth and recreational adult sports activities to support a safe environment for these
sports. The guidance applies to all organized youth sports and recreation — including
school- and  community-sponsored programs, and privately-organized clubs and
leagues — and adult recreational sports. It does not apply to collegiate or professional
sports or to community events, such as marathons, half-marathons, and endurance
races.

Inter-team competitions resumed in California beginning Jan. 25, 2021.

Sports Risk Profiles

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/outdoor-indoor-recreational-sports.aspx#.YDAAiJTWAIA.mailto


Youth and adult sports include varied activities that have different levels of risk for
transmission of COVID-19. Outdoor activities present significantly lower risk of
transmission relative to comparative indoor activities, based on current scientific
evidence. Competition between different teams also increases mixing across groups
and outside of communities, which also contributes to the potential for spread of
COVID-19 disease.

In the guidelines, youth and adult sports are classified below by their level of contact
and transmission risk. The classification applies to competition or training/practice with
others. It does not apply to individual conditioning or exercise.

Low-Contact Sports

Individual or small group sports where contact within six feet of other participants can be
avoided. Some of these sports have relatively low exertion rates that allow for
consistent wearing of face coverings when within six feet of other people.

Moderate-Contact Sports

Team sports that can be played with only incidental or intermittent close contact
between participants.

High-Contact Sports

Team sports with frequent or sustained close contact (and in many cases, face-to-face
contact) between participants and high probability that respiratory particles will be
transmitted between participants.

For the full list of sports within each category, as well as additional safety guidelines,
visit:
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/outdoor-indoor-recreat
ional-sports.aspx

Volunteer opportunities

Medical volunteers interested in helping with the vaccine effort, should register through
the State of California’s Disaster Healthcare Volunteers website also available on
SoCoEmergency.org/vaccineVolunteers.

Once they’re signed up, the County of Sonoma Department of Health Services will be
able to contact them for assistance with the administration of COVID-19 vaccines.

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/outdoor-indoor-recreational-sports.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/outdoor-indoor-recreational-sports.aspx
https://healthcarevolunteers.ca.gov/
https://socoemergency.org/emergency/novel-coronavirus/vaccine-information/


They may not hear from the county immediately, but once the tempo of vaccine
administration reaches a threshold where public health officials deem it necessary to
activate more volunteers, they will get in touch.

Other volunteer opportunities are listed here, including:

● The Center for Volunteer & Nonprofit Leadership and the Volunteer Center of
Sonoma County work with government and nonprofit agencies to assess
community needs when a disaster strikes. It’s crucial to make sure our
community members stay safe, healthy, fed and connected to social services.
Find out how you can donate your time by visiting The Center for Volunteer and
Nonprofit Leadership – COVID Response

● California Volunteers launched the #CaliforniansForAll service initiative to
connect Californians with safe volunteer opportunities and encourage those
unable to physically volunteer to think creatively about ways to make a difference
in their communities. Visit: californiavolunteers.ca.gov/get-involved/covid-19.

● If you would like to provide assistance remotely from home on the COVID-19
HELPLINE, view volunteer opportunities at the Public Health Preparedness
website, or email phpreparedness@sonoma-county.org for information and the
application process.

Resources and useful links for residents and business owners

● Find out if you are eligible to be vaccinated at https://myturn.ca.gov/
● Free COVID-19 testing is available for tribal communities at Sonoma County

Indian Health Project. Call 707-521-4500 for details.
● Listos California offers disaster preparedness information in indigenous

languages at its Farmworkers Initiative webpage.
● For employers in need of recommendations and resources for addressing

COVID-19, see Responding to COVID-19 in the Workplace for Employers.
● Low-wage workers may be entitled to some time off for COVID-19 related

absences, including some form of wage replacement while they are not working.
California Rural Legal Assistance’s (CRLAs) A Guide to COVID-19 Replacement
Income and Job-Protected Leave Programs for Californian Workers provides an
overview of these benefits. You can reach CRLA at their Santa Rosa office at
707-528-9941.

● Residents can track key COVID-19 indicators on the County’s Roadmap to
Reopening dashboard.

● Information for businesses: SoCoLaunch.org.

https://socoemergency.org/emergency/how-to-help/
https://volunteer.cvnl.org/special-event/a0M0b00000XE6QEEA1
https://volunteer.cvnl.org/special-event/a0M0b00000XE6QEEA1
https://www.californiavolunteers.ca.gov/get-involved/covid-19/
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Health/Public-Health/Public-Health-Preparedness/Medical-Reserve-Corps/
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Health/Public-Health/Public-Health-Preparedness/Medical-Reserve-Corps/
https://myturn.ca.gov/
https://www.listoscalifornia.org/community-projects/farmworkers-initiative/
https://files.covid19.ca.gov/pdf/responding-to-covid19-workplace--en.pdf
https://www.crla.org/sites/all/files/assets/pdf/2020/GuideCovid19-Income-Eng-051520.pdf
https://www.crla.org/sites/all/files/assets/pdf/2020/GuideCovid19-Income-Eng-051520.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1edbb41952a8417385652279305e878d/page/page_14/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1edbb41952a8417385652279305e878d/page/page_14/
http://sonomaedb.org/Business-Assi%E2%80%A6/Coronavirus/SoCo-Launch/


● Information on testing: COVID-19 Testing in Sonoma County.

https://socoemergency.org/emergency/novel-coronavirus/healthy-body-mind/healthcare-testing/covid-19-testing-in-sonoma-county/

